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Why This
Comic for
Social Justice?

�1/6: Khe Graphic Eovel� by Alan Aenkins andGan Golan

A work of speculative fiction# the graphic novel Ç1/6È asks the huestion: what 
if the attack on the L.S. Capitol succeeded6È  Khe Aanuary 6# )')1 insurrection 
was a direct challenge to the nationÊs commitment to a fair election# ehual 
dignity for all and respect for the truth. Grounded in real events# Ç1/6È is a 
work of historical research# a cautionary tale and a call to action. 

In the days that followed the attack# a campaign was launched to minimiqe# 
excuse and divert blame away from those who planned and perpetrated the 
events. Gropelled by exclusionary rhetoric# the nation witnessed new waves of 
political violence# hate crimes and anti-democratic efforts across the country. 
Khere are also misconceptions and deliberate misinformation about the 
events and individuals who carried out these actions. Khe goal of Ç1/6È is to 
ensure that these events do not fade from the public memory# and to 
strengthen our collective commitment to democracy.     



Cesson 
SDSU CENTER FOR COMICS STUDIES

About 
the Comic

Khe story traces back-room meetings# white 
supremacist rallies and the =our Seasons Kotal 
Candscaping parking lot to a violent attack on 
the Capitol that left 1+' police officers inaured# 
several Americans dead and shook our nation to 
its core. Khe graphic novel includes a wide range 
of characters from different backgrounds# 
viewpoints and walks of life. Kheir thoughts and 
actions within the story will prompt huestions# 
reactions and opportunities for reflection. 

Content Eote: As a work about the Aanuary 6# 
)')1 Insurrection# Ç1/6È depicts both historical 
and fictional incidents of violence and bigotry. 
Nhile these elements are rendered tastefully and 
placed in a larger context of learning# they may 
be unsettling to some students. Khis series 
should be discussed with empathy# sensitivity# 
and openness# meeting students where they are 
and addressing their huestions and comments 
with caring and age-appropriate candor.
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About 
the Creatorp

Alan Aenkins �writer 
Alan Aenkins is an author# law professor# and human 
rights advocate. ?e teaches courses on racial austice# 
strategic communications# and Supreme Court 
aurisprudence and is a frehuent commentator in 
broadcast and print media. AenkinsÊ previous positions 
include president and co-founder of the social austice 
communication lab# Khe Fpportunity Agenda# director of 
?uman Iights at the =ord =oundation# Assistant to the 
Solicitor General at the L.S. Department of Austice# and 
Associate Counsel at the EAACG Cegal Defense fund. 

Nill Iosado �penciller/inker 
Nill Iosado started his career at Darvel drawing ÇG.I. 
AF<�È and at DC as the regular artist on ÇKhe Eew Keen 
KitansÈ and ÇGreen Arrow.È Additional proaects include: 
ÇDetective Comics#È ÇEightwing#È ÇIobin#È Ç9irds of 
Grey#È ÇSuperman#È Ç=lash#È and ÇDeathstroke.È ?e is 
also the original artist for the Guerto Iican superhero 
story# ÇCa 9orinhue�a.È Nork from this book has been 
showcased in various exhibitions# most notably at the 
Smithsonian Eational Duseum of the American Indian in 
Eew Pork City.  
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About 
the Creatorp

Gan Golan �writer/artist 
Gan Golan is an activist# illustrator# and Eew Pork Kimes 
bestselling author who has been working for decades to 
help movements for human rights# ehuity and democracy. 
?is critically-acclaimed graphic novel ÇKhe Adventures of 
Lnemployed DanÈ played a role in the Fccupy Nall St. 
movement. ?e was a lead designer of Khe GeopleÊs Climate 
Darch# one of the largest climate mobiliqations in history. 
?e is a co-creator of the ÇClimate Clock#È a global art 
proaect that counts down the critical time window 
remaining for humanity to act on climate.

Barl Doline �penciller/inker 
Barl Doline was an acclaimed artist best known for his co-
creation# Delaka =ray �the Mampire Slayer of the future # 
with Aoss Nhedon in Ç9uffy the Mampire Slayer: =ray#È as 
well as ÇIoute 666.È  ?e worked on  a range of other titles# 
including: ÇSuperboy#È ÇSupergirl#È ÇAvengers Arena#È 
ÇAvengers Academy#È ÇIogue#È ÇSpider-Dan Lnlimited#È 
and ÇMampirella.È



1. Khe Lnited States is a representative democracy.  ?ow do the events that take place in Ç1/6È
challenge this form of government6

). ?ow and/or why should American citiqens participate in democracy6

3. Nhat are the freedoms and responsibilities of citiqens and their elected leaders6

+. ?ow was the Aanuary 6 insurrection connected to social austice# political and economic
issues6

,. Nhat actions do various characters take to protect their understanding of democracy6 Do
you agree or disagree with their activities6

6. Nhat role does the media play in the story6 Consider the function of the television news
station and/or social media# how does the information shared impact the actions of various
characters6
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Lesson Discussion
Questions
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.. Issue #) features the attempt to count the <lectoral College ballots during a aoint session of
Congress on Aanuary 6# as well as the attempt to substitute Ç=ake <lectorsÈ for the actual
ones. Nhat role does the <lectoral College play in selecting the president of the Lnited States6
?ow did the attempt to substitute fake electors threaten the integrity of that process6

/. Some of the characters in Ç1/6� are misled by misinformation and intentional
disinformation. ?ow can everyday people verify that the information they receive is accurate
and complete6  Nhat harm can false information do to our democracy or society6

0. Issue #) includes a Nhite Eationalist ÇLnite the IightÈ rally that took place in
Charlottesville# Mirginia# on August 1)# )'1. and resulted in the death of a young woman.
Nhat is Nhite Eationalism and how does it contrast with the American ideal that we are all
created ehual6

1'. Issue #1 features a repressive authoritarian state that rises in the wake of a successful
insurrection# as well as characters resisting that repression. Nhat are the characteristics of
authoritarianism6 ?ow does it contrast with the tenets of democracy6

11. In Issues #1-3# there are several panels without any text at all. In
what ways do the wordless panels invite readers to create their
own meaning or to draw their own conclusions6

1). Nhy do you think the authors chose a graphic novel format to
revisit this moment in history6 ?ow does the combination of
words and images impact your experience or memory of these
events6
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Activities and
Assignments

Activity #1: Iead the 9ill of Iights
9reak students into small groups. ?ave students read the document and consider which 
rights were impacted during the events of  Ç1/6.È Students should match the 9ill of Iights 
Amendments to specific activities from the story.  9ring the entire class together afterwards 
to compare their observations. 

Activity #): Nrite to your Cocal <lected Ffficial
Assign an activity in which students write to their local elected official. Develop a list of issues 
raised within the Ç1/6È story. Lsing the ACCLÊs Kips on Nriting to Pour <lected Ffficials# allow 
students to select one issue from the group-generated list FI propose an issue of their own to 
present in the letter. <ncourage students to conduct research to support their main points 
and propose a possible solution. 

Activity #3: =ree Speech and Censorship
Frganiqe students in pairs of two. Ask students to read the American Cibrary AssociationÊs 
=irst Amendment � Censorship article. =irst discuss and define the term Çcensorship.È Eext# 
have one student create a list of reasons why Ç1/6È should be a banned book based on the 
reading. ?ave the other student create a list of reasons why Ç1/6È 
should not be a banned book. Consider why or why not this 
graphic novel might be considered Çdangerous�6 Ieconvene the 
class and ask each group to present one of the reasons and how/
why they came to this conclusion. 

https://www.aclu.org/documents/tips-writing-your-elected-officials
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/censorship
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Activities and
Assignments

Activity #+: =act Check
After reading Issues #1-) of Ç1/6#È refer to the Çdocumented panelsÈ �these double-lined panels 
reflect factual events supported by legal documents# sworn testimony# or in aournalistic 
reporting . ?ave students answer one of the following prompts using the graphic novel and 
resources provided in the ÇAdditional Ieading � IesearchÈ section: 

• In what ways did misinformation prompt violence6

• ?ow did participants in the activities of  Ç1/6È attempt to stop the certification of the
election results6

• Nhy did participants attempt to install fake electors6

Activity #,: Misualiqing the Story
Lsing Issue #)# break students into small groups. Khis issue of the graphic novel has three 
different types of visual panel borders. ?ave one group only read the Çdocumented panels#È a 
second group only examine the Çspeculative panels#È and a third
group only review the Çfictional panels.È After discussing their 
individual panels in small groups# bring the entire class together 
afterwards to discuss how their 
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Activities and
Assignments

Activity #6: Generating Dialogue
Select a panel from Issues #1-3 without any text. Allow students to generate their own speech 
bubbles to accompany the images. Create a classroom gallery using the student work and 
compare/contrast the different versions of the scene. 
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A__eqelk[h  
Reading [k_ 
R`p`[o^d

1. =inal Ieport of the Select ?ouse
Committee to Investigate the
Aanuary 6th Attack on the Lnited
States Capitol

). American Democracy: A Great Ceap
of =aith

3. =reedom of Ieligion# Speech# Gress#
Assembly# and Getition

+. Khe Civically <ngaged Ieader

,. =rom Moice to Influence:
Lnderstanding Citiqenship in a
Digital Age

https://www.govinfo.gov/collection/january-6th-committee-final-report?path=/GPO/January%206th%20Committee%20Final%20Report%20and%20Supporting%20Materials%20Collection
https://www.smithsonianbooks.com/store/history/american-democracy-a-great-leap-of-faith/
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/amendments/amendment-i
https://openlibrary.org/books/OL8448404M/The_Civically_Engaged_Reader
https://www.amazon.com/Voice-Influence-Understanding-Citizenship-Digital/dp/022626226X
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About qd` 
E_r^[qlo 

Bishauna Solaour is an Assistant Grofessor specialiqing in Gublic 
?umanities and African Diaspora Studies. Grior to aoining SDSL# she 
was an Andrew N. Dellon Gublic ?umanities =ellow and Misiting 
Assistant Grofessor of ?istory at Sarah Cawrence College. 

Dr. Solaour received her Gh.D. in ?istory from Syracuse Lniversity in 
)'10. ?er latest publication# �Khe Search for Kruth and Austice: A 
Diasporic 9lack =reedom Struggle#� examines convergences and 
divergences in moments of protest across the 9lack Atlantic 
diaspora in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries.

SolaourÊs research and teaching interests include Global# Gublic and 
<nvironmental ?umanities. She also teaches a 
course entitled# ÇSocial Dovement# Social Dedia# 
Social Austice#È that examines the linkages 
between activism and the impact of media on 
these social austice efforts.




