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Building a Comics 

and Social Justice 

Curriculum

Co-PIs: Elizabeth Pollard (SDSU Prof. of History) and 
Pamela Jackson (SDSU Librarian and Comic Arts Curator)

2 years, 4 workshops, 10 new comics courses, 1 new Comic Studies 
Certificate … humanists from History, CompLit, and a range of Area 

Studies Programs use SDSU’s 100,000+ comics collection to engage 
thousands of students at our HSI to tackle social justice issues, foster 

empathy, and envision a better future.

(l-r, seated) Beth Pollard, Pam Jackson, Bill Nericcio, Neil Kendricks, and Fawaz Qashat share 
SDSU’s Comics and Social Justice “Big Idea” at Comic Con Special Edition (November 26, 2021)

1-minute 
Introduction 

slide at 17 
February 

2022 NEH 
Meeting



What can you tell us about the 
Certificate and process of 
getting it approved?



The Certificate
(approved Spring 

2024)



Year One 
Courses 

(approved AY 
22/23)



Year Two Courses
(approved AY 

23/24)

Not (yet) pictured, RELS 
365 Religion and Comics



Fostering a Comics Community - Guest Speakers (Public Lecture, Lunch, and Faculty/Student Interactions



What can you tell us about the 
library's pivotal role in course 
development?



More than 120K published 
comics in addition to 

ephemera and archival 
collections

Open for public research

libguides.sdsu.edu/comicarts



Librarians can be valuable information assets.

Barbara Gordon in Detective Comics #359
(Obligatory librarian-stereotype joke) 

Barbara Gordon as Oracle 
in Batman #100



Class Visits
Exhibits
Displays
Programming
Donor Relations
Collection Development
Research Help



Your
Librarian’s 

Cheat Sheet

Comics about and set in Rome



TEll Us a Bit about your course, 
“Comics and Race”? What were 
your goals in designing it, and 
what can students expect?



: Our ability and comfort level in 

Racial Literacy

diverse racial, ethnic, & cultural identities and 

having productive conversations about our 

experiences.



Racial Narratives: The overt and covert social 
stories we tell about race, ethnicity, culture, and 
identity. Racial narratives shape our perceptions 
(positive & negative) of normal, of belonging, etc.



TEll Us a Bit about your course, 
“Avenging the Universe”? How did you 
get your head around designing it, and 
what can students expect?



Student Reactions 
to the reading…



Major Themes in 
Environmental 
Humanities Anthropomorphism in 

Comics & Graphic 
Novels 

Superheroes, 
Villains and 
the Future of 
Humanity



TEll us about your experience 
working with comics as an 
undergraduate at SDSU! 



Creative Courses & 
Mentorship + Personal 

Interest & Self-Advocacy 

“Million Year Picnic” in Weird 
Fantasy #21 (September 1953)



National Conference, 
SDSU Symposium, 
Honors Thesis, & 

Undergraduate Journal 
Publication



QUESTIONS?
Web (with blog): 
comics.sdsu.edu

X: @comicsatsdsu

Instagram: comicsatsdsu

Facebook: COMICSatSDSU



What’s next?
Share your idea for an 
essay in this volume!


